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What project do you intend to undertake with these funds? Multi-year projects should list yearly as well as overall goals. 
I propose a simple and straightforward one-semester project that would directly engage GCC students in the question of whether or not SLOACs are valuable for improved learning and successful course completion.  Approximately 5- 8 teachers and/or service providers will volunteer to conduct pre and post surveys to students during one semester.  Any teacher or staff member, regardless of their stance on SLOACs, may participate as long as they have established course outcomes with accompanying assessment tools.  Therefore, the project also supports the accreditation mandate for faculty and staff to create and perform assessment cycles.  I will work with one or more student representatives to vet the survey questions to be sure that they are understandable.  The results of student responses to the surveys should provide us information that may either confirm or challenge our professional opinions on SLOACs.  At any rate, it’s a question definitely worth asking to the students.

The student survey questions would look something like the following:

BEGINNING OF THE SEMESTER QUESTIONS:

1. My teacher has told me what the “student learning outcomes” (SLO’s) are for this course and I understand what they mean.

2. I understand that the assignments, quizzes, and tests in this class will measure how well I have achieved the outcomes.

3. I understand that my level of achievement of the outcomes will determine my level of success in this class.

4. I understand what the teacher wants me to be able to do in order to pass this class.

END OF THE SEMESTER QUESTIONS:

1. The class assignments, quizzes and tests measured the SLO’s that were shown to me at the beginning of the semester.

2. Knowing the SLO’s helped me know how to prepare for the assignments, quizzes, and tests.

3. Knowing the SLO’s improved the communication of expectations between teacher and student.

4. Knowing the SLO’s made it possible for me to accept my grade – whether I did well or not.

5. SLO’s improved my class performance.

How does this project address the stated goals of Partnership for Excellence? Address this question by indicating the direct relationship of the project to the five stated goals of PFE: 

Successful Course Completion:  If SLOACS do improve student performance in courses, we should implement them for the benefit of the students.  If, however, our SLO’s have no effect on student learning, then we should consider further the question of whether or not there is value in doing SLO’s.

If SLOACS can improve student performance in coursework, then we can assume they could have some positive effect on Degree and Certificate Completion as well as Transfer Success.
